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Fall Course Schedule Now Available
It’s finally here!  There have been a lot of questions about our fall course schedule, so we’ve developed
a preliminary one (attached).  We don’t expect any changes to the course dates, but are still confirming
venues with potential host municipalities. If a municipality cannot accommodate our needs, we will have
to look elsewhere. 

People can register by phone, fax or e-mail.  The schedule is posted on our website, and there is a course
registration feature there.  Go to: www.amhsa.net and click on “Course Schedule” for details.

 Ps: if a municipality is interested in becoming a host municipality for spring 2003 session, call
Lorraine.  She will advise you of the benefits and obligations of hosting.

 

Conferences, and More Conferences
In July we told you about some upcoming conferences (RUSA/ACSC/AMHSA; Super- Conference;
British Columbia Municipalities conference).  Here are a few more: 

Heal th Work Heal th Work and Wel lness Conference 2002 Ð Strategic Solution forand Wel lness Conference 2002 Ð Strategic Solution for
Stress            Stress            October 6 Ð 9, Lake Louise  AlbertaOctober 6 Ð 9, Lake Louise  Alberta

Workplace stress is becoming recognized as a significant issue in workplaces, affecting employee
health as well as organizational productivity.  This conference is “dedicated to finding and sharing
strategic solutions to organizational stress”.  Rose Ann will be attending this one, and will hopefully
be able to bring back and share some of those solutions with you.

Association of  Canadian Ergonomists Association of  Canadian Ergonomists Conference Ð Making a Case forConference Ð Making a Case for
Ergonomics October 21 Ð 23, Banff  AlbertaErgonomics October 21 Ð 23, Banff  Alberta

This year’s conference explores the “many fields involved in the design of productive, healthy and
effective working environments”.  Topics include health care, traffic safety, design, legislation, office
ergonomics, disability management, materials handling, etc.  If Rose Ann hadn’t spent her year’s
professional development budget already she’d be attending this one too!  We have several copies of
the program guide available.  Give us a call if you’d like a copy.

 

Regional Mini Conferences Wrap-Up
We held 3 health and safety mini conferences this spring, in Grande Prairie, Nisku and Turner Valley. 
Now we’re a bit biased, but we thought they were a grand success.  The feedback we received suggested
that they become a regular event, held at least annually. 

We put way too much on the agenda; that is one of the changes we will have to make for next time.  We
developed some formal Power Point presentations which we did not have time to present.  Presentations
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were developed for:

Changes to the OHS Regulations,

Stress/Violence in the Workplace,

Working Alone, Prime Contractor,

the Latest and Greatest from AMHSA. 

Workers’ Compensation and Alberta Human Resources and Employment also delivered presentations. If
you would like an electronic or paper copy of any of these presentations, contact Rose Ann at
roseann@amhsa.net or 955-3701.

Several delegates suggested having more time for informal round table discussion and information
sharing.  Another idea was to invite delegates to make a presentation on a project that their municipality
is involved in.  We’ll explore these options, and if you have more ideas let us know.

We would like to thank Bonnie Clease and the County of Grande Prairie, and Patti Kjinserdahl and the
Town of Turner Valley for hosting the sessions, and providing lunch for the delegates.  And if anyone is
interested in hosting a session next time, let us know.

 

Safe Operation of Backhoe/Loader Course
Many of you have taken advantage of the other Operator courses course we offer; now we’re getting
ready to offer Safe Operation of Backhoe/Loader.  Our instructors are up to speed, and now we just need
to get the training materials in order.  We’re hoping to have the course ready to role by October.

This course, like the Front End Loader and Road Grader courses will be one day in length, and a
combination of classroom and in-equipment training.  It will be held on your site, at your request, and
you must be able to provide a loader/backhoe in good working order.  The participant to instructor ratio
is 4:1, so the cost is $120.00 per participant (municipal rate).  Participants must already have experience
operating the equipment.

Contact Lorraine to arrange a course later in the season.

 

CCOHS Health and Safety Booklets
Last month we mentioned the various CCOHS booklets we carry.  Since then we purchased another: 
Wellness in the Workplace.  This booklet explores the factors that impact wellness –

      Physical environment (e.g. ergonomics, safety, scents)

      Organization (e.g. job design, workplace stress, harassment)

      Healthy choices (eating, activity)

mailto:roseann@amhsa.net
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It also has sample survey questions and policies to help organizations develop a program.  This booklet
like the others is $5.00 + the cost of shipping.

MUNICIPAL  SAFETY TRAINING COURSES

SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER, 2002

 

ACCIDENT/INCIDENT INVESTIGATION (half  day ) - This course will help municipal supervisors, managers and
JHSC members conduct effective investigations of accidents and near miss incidents.  The investigation of
accidents/incidents is a critical element of a municipal health and safety program. 

Fee - $30.00 municipality;    $40.00 associate  member.   This  course  will  run  from  13:00 - 16:30 in  the
following  locations:  

High  Level September 24, 2002 Fort  Macleod October 29, 2002
Valleyview October 1, 2002 Medicine  Hat November 5, 2002
Cold  Lake October 8, 2002 Okotoks November 12, 2002
Edson October 15, 2002 Nisku November 19, 2002
Red Deer October 22, 2002 Onsite Please request

 

CONFINED  SPACE  ENTRY (half  day ) - Municipal workers entering confined spaces such as sewer systems,
utility vaults, vessels, tanks, pits, sumps, etc. are exposed to many potentially fatal hazards.  This course will give
the workers the information they need to enter confined spaces safely.  NOTE:  This course is knowledge based
and does not involve actual entry of confined spaces or the use of respiratory protective equipment or rescue
equipment.

Fee - $30.00 municipality;    $40.00 associate  member.   This  course  will  run  from  8:30  - 12:00 in  the
following  locations:  

High  Level September 26, 2002 Fort  Macleod October 31, 2002
Valleyview October 3, 2002 Medicine  Hat November 7, 2002
Cold  Lake October 10, 2002 Okotoks November 14, 2002
Edson October 17, 2002 Nisku November 21, 2002
Red Deer October 24, 2002 Onsite Please request

 

DEFENSIVE DRIVING (one  day ) - More Alberta workers die in motor vehicle crashes than from any other cause. 
Defensive Driving is an internationally known and respected course that will teach municipal drivers how to prevent
collisions in spite of the actions of others and conditions around them.  This is a recognized course and grants the
participant a three (3) demerit credit on their driver's license.

Fee - $40.00 municipality;    $60.00 associate  member.   This   course  will  run  from  08:30 - 16:30 in  the
following  locations:  

High  Level October 16, 2002 Fort  Macleod November 20, 2002
Valleyview October 23, 2002 Medicine  Hat November 27, 2002
Cold  Lake October 30, 2002 Okotoks December 4, 2002
Edson   November 6, 2002 Nisku December 13, 2002
Red Deer November 13, 2002 Onsite Please request
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DISABILITY   MANAGEMENT  (one  day)  - Now more than ever, employers must take an active role in managing
claim costs in their organizations.  This seminar will help municipalities establish an effective disability management
program based on six key elements.  The people in a municipality who will benefit most from attending this
seminar are those who have a direct interest in, or responsibility for, disability management.  This includes risk
management personnel, administrators/managers, WCB coordinators and health and safety personnel.

This  seminar  is  offered  by  the  WCB FREE of  charge  and  will  run  from  08:30 - 16:30  in  the  following
locations.   To register  and  to  obtain location  information  or information  on courses  in  areas other  than
listed  below,   please  call  Pat  Degenstein  - WCB - toll  free  at 1-866-498-4694. 

Calgary August 7, 2002 Edmonton October 10 or 24, 2002
Edmonton August 22, 2002 Calgary November 5 or 19, 2002
Calgary September 4 or 17, 2002 Edmonton November 7 or 21, 2002
Edmonton September 12 or 26,

2002
Calgary December 3, 2002

Red Deer October 3, 2002 Edmonton December 5, 2002
Calgary October 10 or 22, 2002   

                                                                                                                                                                       

FLAGPERSON  TRAIN-THE-TRAINER (one  day)  - This course certifies participants to conduct flagperson training
for municipal workers.  Participants will become familiar with the flagperson training material as well as learning
instruction techniques to be used while providing the training.  The training covers a flagperson's duties and the
practices/procedures to be followed when flagging.

Fee - $40.00 municipality;    $60.00 associate  member.   This  course  will  run  from  08:30 - 16:30 in  the
following  locations:  

High  Level October 8, 2002 Fort  Macleod November 12, 2002
Valleyview October 15, 2002 Medicine  Hat November 19, 2002
Cold  Lake October 22, 2002 Okotoks November 26, 2002
Edson October 29, 2002 Nisku December 3, 2002
Red Deer November 5, 2002 Onsite Please request

                                                                                               

FRONT END LOADER OPERATOR SAFETY  (one  day)  - This course will train front end loader operators in the
safe operation of this equipment.  Participants are required to know how to operate the equipment before taking
this training.  Instruction will combine classroom theory with hands on practice with the equipment.  Participants
will have to be able to demonstrate the required competencies before being issued a training certificate.

Class  size  is  4 participants  per  day.   Courses  by  request  only.   Call  this  office  to  organize  a course  for
your  municipality.   The  course  will  run  from  08:30 - 16:30 on site  (by  request).   Requesting  municipality
must  supply  a front  end  loader  in  safe  operating  condition.   Fee - $120.00 municipality;    $160.00 associate
member.  

 

HAZARD ASSESSMENT AND CONTROL (half  day)  - A fundamental concept to occupational health and safety is
the recognition, evaluation and control of hazards.  This course will assist you in recognizing workplace hazards,
provide a simple tool for evaluating the risk these hazards pose, and discuss common strategies for controlling
hazards.

Fee - $30.00 municipality;    $40.00 associate  member.   This  course  will  run  from  08:30 - 12:00 in  the
following  locations:  

High  Level September 24, 2002 Fort  Macleod October 29, 2002
Valleyview October 1, 2002 Medicine  Hat November 5, 2002
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Cold  Lake October 8, 2002 Okotoks November 12, 2002
Edson   October 15, 2002 Nisku November 19, 2002
Red Deer October 22, 2002 Onsite Please request

                                                              

HEALTH & SAFETY PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT (two  days)  - During this course participants are shown how to
set up a municipal health and safety program that meets the provincial Partnerships standard.  It will help
municipalities meet their legal requirements and moral obligations to protect their workers from illness and injury. 
This course is a prerequisite for employees wanting to become municipal peer auditors.

Fee - $60.00 municipality;    $120.00 associate  member.   This  course  will  run  from  08:30 - 16:30 in  the
following  locations:  

Nisku September 24 & 25, 2002
Cochrane October 1 & 2, 2002
Onsite  Please request

 

HEALTH & SAFETY PROGRAM AUDIT (two  days)  - This course will show participants how to evaluate a
municipal health and safety program.   The evaluation measures a program against the provincial Partnerships
standard using the Municipal Health and Safety Program Audit.  The audit identifies the strengths and weaknesses,
enabling the municipality to improve its program.  All municipalities participating in the Partners in Injury Reduction
(PIR) program must have at least one certified auditor on staff.  In order to achieve auditor certification, participants
must pass a written exam and successfully complete an audit using the Municipal Health and Safety audit
instrument.

Prerequisite  - Health  & Safety  Program  Development  course.  

Fee - $60.00 municipality;    $120.00 associate  member.   This  course  will  run  from  08:30 - 16:30 in  the
following  locations:  

Nisku September 26 & 27, 2002
Cochrane October 3 & 4, 2002
Onsite Please request

 

MUSCULO-SKELETAL  INJURIES PREVENTION PROGRAM (one  day ) - The purpose of this course is to help
everyone in the workplace understand and identify job demands that can lead to musculo-skeletal injuries (MSIs),
then control or eliminate them through the application of "design/redesign" principles.  Participants will also gather
an understanding of the nature of MSIs and how they affect the body. 

Fee - $40.00 municipality;  $60.00 associate  member.   This  course  will  run  from  08:30 - 16:30 in  the  following
locations:  

High  Level October 1, 2002 Fort  Macleod November 5, 2002
Valleyview October 8, 2002 Medicine  Hat November 12, 2002
Cold  Lake October 15, 2002 Okotoks            November 19, 2002
Edson October 22, 2002 Nisku November 26, 2002
Red Deer October 29, 2002 Onsite Please request

 

OVERVIEW OF HEALTH & SAFETY PROGRAMS FOR MANAGERS/SUPERVISORS  (half  day)  - This course will
explore the need for health and safety programs, and stress the leadership role of managers, supervisors and
councillors.  Topics such as the value of health and safety within the municipality and individual attitudes will be
discussed.  In addition, the eight components of a health and safety program will be reviewed.  Upon completion of
the course, councillors, managers, supervisors, workers and the joint health and safety committee members will
have an understanding of their roles in an effective program.

Fee - $30.00 municipality;    $40.00 associate  member.   This  course  will  run  from  08:30 - 12:00 in  the
following  locations:  

High  Level September 25, 2002 Fort  Macleod October 30, 2002
Valleyview October 2, 2002 Medicine  Hat November 6, 2002
Cold  Lake October 9, 2002 Okotoks November 13, 2002
Edson   October 16, 2002 Nisku November 20, 2002
Red Deer October 23, 2002 Onsite Please request

                                                                                           

PRIME CONTRACTOR (one  day)  - The Occupational Health and Safety Act requires a prime contractor for work
sites where there are two or more employers.  The prime contractor is responsible for ensuring everyone at the
work site complies with the OHS Act and Regulations.  Municipalities are often in the situation where they are the
prime contractor or they are transferring this responsibility to some other party.  This course will teach participants
about the legal requirements around the issue of prime contractor and provide a framework on how prime contractor
related responsibilities can be managed.

Fee - $40.00 municipality;    $60.00 associate  member.   This  course  will  run  from  08:30 - 16:30 in  the
following  locations:  

High  Level October 10, 2002 Fort  Macleod November 14, 2002
Valleyview October 17, 2002 Medicine  Hat November 21, 2002
Cold  Lake October 24, 2002 Okotoks November 28, 2002
Edson October 31, 2002 Nisku December 5, 2002
Red Deer November 7, 2002 Onsite Please request
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ROAD GRADER OPERATOR SAFETY  (one  day)  - This course will train road grader operators in the safe
operation of this equipment.  Participants are required to know how to operate the equipment before taking this
training.  Instruction will combine classroom theory with hands on practice with the equipment.  Participants will
have to be able to demonstrate the required competencies before being issued a training certificate.

Class  size  is  4 participants  per  day.   Courses  by  request  only.   Call  this  office  to  organize  a course  for  your
municipality.   The  course  will  run  from  08:30 - 16:30 on site  (by  request).   Requesting  municipality  must
supply  a grader  in  safe  operating  condition.   Fee - $120.00 municipality;    $160.00 associate  member.  

 

TRENCHING  SAFETY (half  day)  - This course covers the hazards associated with trenching and excavation
work.  Municipal workers are frequently involved in this type of work during the installation or repair of pipelines and
utilities.  NOTE: This course is knowledge based and does not include actual trenching activities or the use of
shoring or excavating equipment.

Fee - $30.00 per  person  (municipality);    40.00 per  person  (associate  member).   This  course  will  run  from
13:00 - 16:30  in  the  following  locations:  

High  Level September 26, 2002 Fort  Macleod October 31, 2002
Valleyview October 3, 2002 Medicine  Hat November 7, 2002
Cold  Lake October 10, 2002 Okotoks November 14, 2002
Edson   October 17, 2002 Nisku    November 21, 2002
Red Deer October 24, 2002 Onsite Please request

 

WHMIS OVERVIEW (half  day)  - This course will provide information to participants on the generic aspects of
WHMIS (labels, MSDS and education requirements) and provide some direction on how to manage WHMIS and
controlled products in their workplaces.  (NOTE: participants in this course will NOT be certified as "trainers".)

Fee - $30.00 municipality;    $40.00 associate  member.   This  course  will  run  from  13:00 - 16:30 in  the
following  locations:  

High  Level       September 25, 2002 Fort  Macleod October 30, 2002
Valleyview October 2, 2002 Medicine  Hat November 6, 2002
Cold  Lake October 9, 2002 Okotoks November 13, 2002
Edson   October 16, 2002 Nisku November 20, 2002
Red Deer October 23, 2002 Onsite Please request

 

WHMIS TRAIN-THE-TRAINER  (one  day)  - This course certifies participants to conduct Workplace Hazardous
Materials Information System (WHMIS) training for municipal workers.  WHMIS legislation requires that
municipalities provide training to all employees who work with or in proximity to a "controlled product".

Fee - $40.00 municipality;    $60.00 associate  member.   This  course  will  run  from  08:30 - 16:30 in  the
following  locations:  

High  Level October 17, 2002 Fort  Macleod November 21, 2002
Valleyview October 24, 2002 Medicine  Hat November 28, 2002
Cold  Lake October 31, 2002 Okotoks December 5, 2002
Edson   November 7, 2002 Nisku    December 12, 2002
Red Deer November 14, 2002 Onsite  Please request
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WORKING ALONE/HAZARD  ASSESSMENT & CONTROL (half  day)  - This course is intended to explain how the
Alberta Occupational Health and Safety Legislation addresses workers who work alone and to offer an effective
process for ensuring compliance.  It will assist the worker in developing the tools necessary to recognize hazards,
evaluate the risks of these hazards, and develop common strategies for controlling them.  The communication
systems appropriate for workers who work alone will also be reviewed.

Fee - $30.00 municipality;    $40.00 associate  member.   This  course  will  run  from  13:00 - 16:30 in  the
following  locations:  

High  Level October 9, 2002 Fort  Macleod November 13, 2002
Valleyview October 16, 2002 Medicine  Hat November 20, 2002
Cold  Lake October 23, 2002 Okotoks November 27, 2002
Edson   October 30, 2002 Nisku    December 4, 2002
Red Deer November 6, 2002 Onsite  Please request

 

The fine  print:

Course locations are still to be confirmed

PRE-REGISTRATION  IS  REQUIRED

Minimum  10, maximum  20 participants  per  course  (except  for  Front  End  Loader  and  Road  Grader
courses  - see course  descriptions  for  these)

Course  dates  are subject  to  change  and  courses  may  be cancelled  due  to  low  registration  levels

Cancellation  policy  is  7 working  days  prior  to  the  course  date.

PREPAYMENT IS NOT REQUIRED.  MUNICIPALITIES  WILL  BE INVOICED FOLLOWING EACH COURSE

Courses  also  can  be presented  on-site  at the  request  of  a municipality;  for  further  information  call
the  AMHSA office

To register  or for  further  details,  please  call  (780) 955-3701 or 1-800-267-9764 or by  e-mail  at
safety@amhsa.net  or register  online  at www.amhsa.net
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