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Regional Emergency Response Plan

Lacombe County Council recently approved pursuing a
provincial grant that would cover the initial expenses of a
regional emergency response plan. It will cost
approximately $200,000 to get a plan operational, but in
the long run emergency personnel say it will be more than
worth it. The regional plan would utilize successful
elements from the county’s emergency response plan,
which has been used six times in the last five years.

Source: CONTACT, AAMDC Newsletter, www.aamdc.com

Critical Incident Stress Management —
Manufacturers’ Health and Safety
Association Sponsored Course

The main objective of this course is to assist OHS
Professionals in the manufacturing industry to better deal
with a critical incident in the workplace. Upon completion
of the course, the student will have a greater
understanding of critical incidents and the role of safety
professionals and the resources available for assistance
after a critical incident. Cost: $335 + GST per student.
Includes the following:

e Key terms and core concepts CISM
Common psychological/behavioral reactions
Strategic planning
Large group crisis intervention
Small group crisis intervention
Practice exercises
Small group/critical incident stress debriefing
e C(Critical incident stress debriefing practice exercise

Calgary: April 15-16, 2008

MHSA Balzac Office
Register: lori@mhsa.ab.ca
May 15-16, 2008

MHSA Office

Register: kim@mbhsa.ab.ca

Edmonton:
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Worker Killed After Work Truck
Touches Power Lines in Southern
Alberta

New Dayton, Alberta — Alberta Occupational Health and
Safety is investigating after a man working in southern

Alberta was electrocuted when he touched a truck that
had come into contact with power lines.

RCMP say a four-man work crew was operating an
overhead rig south of New Dayton. They say the rig's
boom came into contact with overhead power lines.

A 33-year-old male worker then came into contact with
the truck and fell to the ground. Co-workers attempted
CPR until an ambulance arrived, but the man could not
be resuscitated.

Police say they're not releasing the name of the victim,
who is from Brooks, Alberta, at the request of his family.

Source: The Canadian Press, February 12, 2008

AMHSA would like to express condolences to the
family, friends, and co-workers of the man killed in
this incident.

Fitzgerald Construction Sentenced
$300,000 in Worker's Death

Wainwright... The Provincial Court of Alberta has ordered
Fitzgerald Construction (2001) Inc. to pay a total penalty
in the amount of $300,000 under the Occupational
Health and Safety Act as a result of the death of one of its
workers.

The company pleaded guilty to failing to ensure
safeguards for a worker who could come into contact with
moving machinery. The judgment is a result of a
December 13, 2004 incident. Complete news release
from January 18, 2008 is available online at
http://alberta.ca/acn/200801/228948E2E3394-0DF7-
9C1E-721A23977A960CE4.html.

Quebec Company Fined $110,000 for
Criminal Negligence in Employee
Death

St-Jerome, Que. — A judge has ordered a Quebec
company to pay $110,000 in fines for a criminal
negligence case involving the death of a worker that
unions have described as a first in Canada.

Quebec court Judge Paul Chevalier imposed the
penalty against Transpave, a Quebec paving-stone
manufacturer, for the death of worker Steve L’'Ecuyer.
L’Ecuyer, 23, was killed in October 2005 when he was
crushed by a machine that was used with an unplugged
emergency safety device.

It is believed to be the first criminal conviction and
sentence for a company blamed for a worker’s death
since the Criminal Code was beefed up in 2004.

The law was changed to ease prosecutions against
organizations after cases failed against mine managers
in the Westray disaster that killed 26 Nova Scotia

miners.
Source: The Canadian Press, March 18, 2008

Also see “Corporate Criminal Liability for
Workplace Safety: The First Post Bill C-45
Conviction and the Future” published in Heenan
Blaikie’s OHS & WSIB Management Update,
March 2008 — www.heenanblaikie.com.
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Workers’ Compensation Board-Alberta
News

DAY OF MOURNING - APRIL 28

Every year on April 28, Albertans gather at Day of
Mourning ceremonies throughout the province to
honour and remember those workers who have died
from workplace injury or disease.

WCB joins Albertans in remembering these workers and
their families and is committed to working with its
partners for a safer tomorrow.

Source: www.wcb.ab.ca/workingsafely/dom.asp

ENHANCED ELECTRONIC REPORTING FOR MEDICAL
SPECIALISTS

Now available, the much-anticipated electronic reporting
enhancement, tailored for the needs of emergency
medical specialists. There are three new tabs on the
electronic Medical Care Invoice for an emergency
medical specialist to appropriately complete the first
report of injury instead of continuing to use the
Physicians First/Progress Report of Injury.

For complete news release (February 21, 2008), see
www.wcb.ab.ca/news.

FUNDING POLICY AMENDMENTS

The Funding Policy is a key financial management tool
for WCB-Alberta. This policy has a significant impact on
rate setting and guides decision making on surplus
distribution timing and size. The Funding Policy aims to
strike a balance between minimizing the risk of
becoming unfunded, minimizing cost volatility and
retaining a level of assets over liabilities that can be
viewed as reasonable to stakeholders.

Proposed amendments to the Funding Policy have
been developed using expert consultation with an
independent actuary.

The amendments will cause the 2007 surplus refund to
drop from the expected 40% to 32%.

The proposed draft policy is now available online for
information and open for comment until May 2, 2008,
see www.wcb.ab.ca/policy/funding2 eform.asp.

Policy Development

Stakeholder Feedback
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Alberta Employment and Immigration
News

NEW MINISTER AND NAME

Alberta Employment, Immigration and Industry is now
known as Alberta Employment and Immigration (AEI).

Announced in the March 12, 2008 news release,
Premier Stelmach has set new priorities, named new
Cabinet, and reorganized portfolios. AEI Cabinet
member (Minister) is now Hector Goudreau (Dunvegan-
Central Peace) and Parliamentary Assistant is David
Xiao (Edmonton-McClung). The ministry maintains
current functions with the exceptions of rural and
economic development.

See news release at www.gov.ab.ca/home/news.cfm.

EMPLOYER ALERT: HIGH PRESSURE SALES TACTICS
PROVIDING MISLEADING INFORMATION ABOUT
WORKPLACE TRAINING

Workplace Health and Safety has recently received
reports and complaints about aggressive, high-pressure
sales tactics by commercial providers of workplace
safety training for the Workplace Hazardous Materials
Information System (WHMIS). When contacted,
employers are given the impression that the caller is
someone who represents the government and that the
training is required/endorsed by Workplace Health and
Safety.

Workplace Health and Safety is not affiliated with
commercial training providers. There is no requirement
for an employer to use a commercial training provider or
materials created by a commercial company to conduct
WHMIS training. In fact, an employer may develop their
own materials and conduct the training in-house.
Further, an employer will not necessarily meet the
WHMIS training requirements in the OHS Code by only
using the generic training courses provided by
commercial providers. The training must include site
specific information about the products and health and
safety procedures used at the work site.

For more information:

e OHS Act, Regulation and Code:
www.gp.gov.ab.ca

e Explanation Guide to Part 29 of the OHS Code:
http://employment.alberta.ca/documents/WHS/
WHS-LEG ohsc 2006 p29.pdf

e  WHMIS Information for Employers:
http://employment.alberta.ca/documents/WHS/
WHS-PUB_ch008.pdf

Source: January 2008 Work Safe Alberta Alert ALO35



http://www.wcb.ab.ca/workingsafely/dom.asp
http://www.wcb.ab.ca/news
http://www.wcb.ab.ca/policy/funding2_eform.asp
http://www.gov.ab.ca/home/news.cfm
http://www.qp.gov.ab.ca
http://employment.alberta.ca/documents/WHS/WHS-LEG_ohsc_2006_p29.pdf
http://employment.alberta.ca/documents/WHS/WHS-PUB_ch008.pdf
http://employment.alberta.ca/documents/WHS/WHS-LEG_ohsc_2006_p29.pdf
http://employment.alberta.ca/documents/WHS/WHS-PUB_al035.pdf

APRIL 2008

Conferences / Events

SAFEGUARDING OF MACHINERY — Edmonton, April 9, 2008
www.iapa.ca

ALBERTA’'S ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCE — Edmonton,
April 21-23, 2008 www.environmentconference.alberta.ca

DAY OF MOURNING — April 28, 2008
www.wcb.ab.ca/workingsafely/dom.asp

NAOSH SPEAKER’S CONFERENCE/TRADE SHOW — Edmonton,
April 30, 2008

Conference will feature four speakers:
keynote Dr. Louis Francescutti from the
Alberta Centre for Injury Control and
Prevention - cell phone use and driving;
Paolo Naccarato - Ergonomics; Don Szarko -
Driver Safety; and Paul Pascoe - Manager’s
Guide to Risk. Cost $95/person.

Contact: Sarah King (780) 452-6161 ext 1220 or Jason
Norcutt (780) 401-8276.
www.edmontonnaoshweek.com

NAOSH MINI TRADESHOW AND SPEAKERS CONFERENCE —
Grande Prairie, April 30, 2008

Speaker: Tim Vanderbrink - fire safety at home and at work.
Demonstration of the Alberta Transportation Thermal Imaging
Device and speaker (Shawn McNaughton). Cost $25.00.
Location: Evergreen Park. Time: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Contact: Sandy Dunkley at sdunk@hotmail.com.

NAOSH WEEK - VAUGHN WEBB PRESENTATION — Lethbridge,
May 1, 2008

Inspirational safety speaker Vaughn Webb from Pincher Creek
will be speaking to front line workers.

Contact: Rhonda Worrall at (403) 320-8378 or
info@southernsafety.ca.

NAOSH WEEK — Medicine Hat/Brooks, May 5-9, 2008

Monday-Friday - 9 High School Presentations

Monday - Mayor’s Proclamation and Press Conference
Tuesday - Forklift Challenge

Wednesday - School Patroller Appreciation Day
Thursday - Annual Awards Banquet

Contact: Ron Davis at (403) 878-7262 or
rondavisS@gmail.com.

WESTERN CONFERENCE ON SAFETY — Vancouver,
May 5-6, 2008
www.pacificsafetycenter.com/wcs08/
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NAOSH WEEK — Fort McMurray, May 5-8, 2008

e Monday-Tuesday - Mayor’s Proclamation and
CSSE Booth Displays at local companies

e Wednesday - CSSE Fort McMurray 3rd Annual
Health & Safety Conference (Sawridge Hotel &
Convention Centre)

e Thursday - NAOSH Luncheon and Regional
Safety Committee’s Awards (Sawridge Hotel &
Convention Centre)

Contact: Mulford Clark at (780) 790-5471 or
clark.mulford@syncrude.com.

www.digitales.ie/csse index.html

NAOSH WEEK — Red Deer, May 5-9, 2008

e Monday - Formal Kick-off, Mock Incident
Scene, Barbeque, NAOSH Awards

e Tuesday - Fall Protection Training Workshop,
Golf Tournament

e Wednesday - Driving Safety Presentation and
Luncheon, Driving Skills Evaluations

e Friday - PPE Demonstration - Red Deer College

o All Week - St. John Ambulance Training

Contact: Rod Schmidt at rodschmidt@exheng.com.

NAOSH WEEK — Lloydminster, May 5-11, 2008

Host: Lakeland Regional Safety Committee.
e Monday - Mayor’'s Proclamation
e Wednesday - Speaker (Karen MacDonald)
from WHS Compliance, OH&S Worksite Tour
of Bexson Construction Site
e Friday - Safety Exposition, Barbeque, Displays.

Contact: Ken Hood at (306) 875-3604.

CSSE CALGARY NAOSH WEEK ANNUAL TRADE SHOW
AND CONFERENCE — Calgary, May 13-15, 2008

Other activities:
May 10 - Special Event / Family Fun Day Activity
May 14 - NAOSH Week Golf Tournament

Contact: Merril Humphrey naoshrep@cssecalgary.com.

HEALTH & SAFETY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS - SMALL
EMPLOYER — Stettler, May 12, 2008

Register at http://courses.amhsa.net.

ALBERTA URBAN MUNICIPALITIES ASSOCIATION
CONVENTION — Edmonton, October 1-3, 2008
www.munilink.net/live/
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